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ON COURTESY AND CUSTOMS

By Yu-Yuan Liu

General Education Center of Taoyuan Innovation Institute of Technology

Abstract

Around the world, when people talk about ancient Chinese culture, “courtesy” and
“customs” are commonly reviewed, while vaguely defined. Back in the ancient days,
the “courtesy” only applied to the upper level of society, meaning it requires necessary
wealth and social status to practice such; for most civilians, they know about “customs”,
which means traditions or folk habits. However, this does not mean “courtesy” and
“customs” are not related; on the contrary, they have close connections, while some of
the “courtesy” may derive from *“customs”. This essay will have detailed discussions
and insight on these two categories.

Among all human behaviors, these are all complicated social activities. Even
though some of the “courtesy” may derive from “customs”; as time goes by, some may
become unique customs in specific areas. On the other hand, some “unique customs”
may become a generally accepted courtesy after some key people’s continuous
practicing. Therefore, with such subjective and objective reasons factoring in, it is
rather difficult to clearly separate “courtesy” and “customs”. Hence it is common to
refer these two words as one single phrase, to generally refer to behavior conduct,
rituals, social traditions and trend, similar to social customs.

Key words: courtesy, customs, courtesy and customs, courtesy and morality.

*E-mail: yyliu@tiit.edu.tw Tel : 03-4367010#1201
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