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UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE AND 
OBJECTIVE OF MARRIAGE THROUGH 

SOUTHERN FUKIEN PROVERBS 
Liu,Yu-Yuan 

General Education Center, Nanya Institute of Technology 

Abstract 

    Taiwanese proverbs, composed of wisdom through regular lives, are famous for 

being concise, meaningful and representative of different historical stages and regions, 

as well as passing down humans’ knowledge and experiences. In other words, even 

some habits or rituals have vanished in the daily life, the related proverbs still continue 

to be passed on. Hence from the historian’s perspective, such proverbs are highly valued 

and can be treated as a living fossil. 

    Current Taiwanese culture mainly was inherited from southern Fukien and eastern 

Guangdong. Related proverbs were originated from various sources, including ancient 

booklets, different immigration parties and transformation after 300 years of cultural 

development. Some of them get to be kept well since they adapt to modern Taiwanese 

cultures while some of them get innovated. 

    In Chinese society where moral is highly appreciated, there tends to be more 

proverbs regarding people’s relationship, while marriage tends to be most important. 

Marriage is one of the key milestones of a person’s life, while serving as a bridge to 

connect many other different folks. Therefore, from both personal and wider societal 

point of view, marriage is an important social event. Through studies of marriage-

related proverbs, the goal is to better understand the embedded rituals and cultures, and 

find out the possible missing areas from the traditional documentation. This article is to 

be based on the idea above and to elaborate the cultural inner beauty of marriage-related 

proverbs. 

Keyword: proverbs, traditional marriage, marriage concept, marriage 
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jin5 lun5 iu2 goo7, hu1 hu7 ui7 sian1; tua7 le2 sam1 chian1,hun1 in1 

cue7 tiong7 16

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
14 1998 56-71  
15 

 
16 TLPA
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hun1 in1, si7 ciong1 sin1 tai7 su7.  

 
hu1 che1 pah4 pha4 ni5.  

 
ang1 boo2 pah4 pha4 ni5.  

 
it4 ia7 hu1 che1, pik4 se3 un1.  

 
 

sau2 lian5 hu1 che1, lau7 lai5 phuan7.  
 

sau2 lian5 ang1 boo2, lau7 lai5 phuan7.  

 
 

 
 

bo5 hu7, put4 sing5 ke1.  
 

bo5 hu7 put4 sing5 ke1, bo5 hu1 lan5 ui5 sit4.  
                                                 
17 ---- 163 1983 11
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lam5 sing5 siang1, lu2 sing5 tui3.  

 

lam5 tua7 tong1 hu1, lu2 tua7 tong1 ke3.  

 

lam5 tua7 su1 hu1, lu2 tua7 su1 ke3.  

 

lam5 tua7 tong1 sueh4 chin, lu2 tua7 tong1 siu7 phing3.  

 

lam5 tua7 put4 hu1, lu2 tua7 put4 ke3, ciong1 e7 nau7 chut4 tua7 chio3 

khue1.  

 

 

 

 

thinn1 te7 inn5 lin5 lin5, chuan3 go7 si7 tuann1 sin1  

 

thinn1 te7 inn5 lin5 lin5, chuan3 go7 koo1 tuann1 sin1.  

 

thinn1 te7 inn5 lin3 lin3, chuan3 go7 si7 koo1 tuann1 sin1.  

 

lam5 bo5 che1, ke1 bo5 cu2; lu2 bo5 hu1, sin1bo5 cu2.  

 

bo5 boo2, lam2 phe7 koo2.  

 

bo5 boo2 bo5 kau5, ching7 sann1 phua3 king1 thau5.  

 

bo5 boo2 bo5 kau5, co3 chat8co3 hau7.  
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lo5 han3 ka1  

 

lo5 han3 ka1 a2  

 

 

caih8 ,ciah8 pun/puinn7 tiam3; khun3, khun ti1/tu1 tiam1; sue2 bin7, ti7 

tau7 tiam3.  

 

 

lau7 koo1 poo5  

 

lau7 chu2 lu2  

 

 

 
 

lu2 jin5, sann1 si3 lang5 bo5 chu3.  

                                                 
18 

 
19 

 



 

622 

ca1 boo2 lang5, sann1 si3 bo5 chu3.

 
 

ca1 poo1 siong7 kiann1 jip8 chok4 hang5, ca1 boo2 siong7 kinn1 ke3 
chok4 long5.  

 
lam5 jin5 siong7 kiann1 jip8 chok4 hang5, lu1 jin5 siong7 kinn1 ke3 

chok4 long5.  
 

 
nam5 ngin5 chin3kiang nip8 cho3 hong5, ng2 ngin5 chin3 kiang1 ka3 

cho3 long5.  

 
 

ke3 tioh8 phai2 ang1, cat8 sann1 tai7.  
 

ke3 tioh8 phai2 ang1, chin1 chiunn7 cong3 loh8 to5.  
 

ke3 tioh8 phai2 ang1, chin1 chiunn7 cong3 loh8 bong7.  

 
 

ke3 tioh8 ho2 ang1,ho2 thit4 tho5, ke3 tioh8 phai2 ang1, put4 ju5 bo5.  

 
                                                 
20 

 
21 thit3 tho5
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kuah4 tioh8 phai2 tiu7 bang7 au7 tang1, ke3 tioh8 phai2 ang1 cit8 si3 

lang5.  

 

co3 tioh8 phai2 chan5 bang7 au7 tang1, ke3 tioh8 phai2 ang1 cit8 si3 

lang5.  

thit4 tho5

 

 

u7 ang1 bo5 sai3 thang1 ua2 kho3, khah4 m7 tat8 lang5 khit4 ciah8 po5.  

 

 

 

ho2 thih4 m7 phah4 to1, ke3 tioh8 phai2 ang1 put4 ju5 bo5.  

 

 

 

 

 

chua7 tioh8 ho2 boo2, khah4 ho2 co3 coo2.  

 

 

chua7 tioh8 ho2 boo2, khah4 ho2 co3 coo2; chua7 tioh8 phai2 boo2, cit8 

si3 lang5 kan1 khoo2.  

 

                                                 
22  
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cit8 tai7 bo5 ho2 boo2, sann1 tai7 bo5 ho2 kiann2.  

 

cit8 tai7 bo5 ho2 boo2, sann1 tai7 bo5 ho2 chan5.  

 

 

chua7 tioh8 phai2 boo2, cit8 se3 king5.  

 

chua7 tioh8 phai2 boo2, khah4 cham2 sann1 tai7 bo5 hang1 loo5, si3 tai7 

bo5 te5 koo2.  

 

sann1 tai7 bo5 hang1 loo5, si3 tai7 bo5 te5 koo2, tioh8 m7 thang1 chua7 

tioh8 phai2 boo2.  

 

 

chua7 tioh8 phai2 boo2 cit8 si3 lang5, co3 tioh8 phai2 chan5 bang7 au7 

tang1.  

 

chua7 tioh8 phai2 boo2 cit8 si3 lang5, co3 tioh4 phai2 chan5 ng3 au7 

tang1.  

 

chua7 tioh8 phai2 boo2 cit8 si3 lang5, co3 tioh4 phai2 chan5 

giang2/giong2 au7 tang1.  

au3 tang1

 

 

                                                 
23 it8 se3 king5  
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ling5 kho2 bo5 kuann1, puh4 kho2 bo5 hun1.  

 

 

 

 

 

thuan5 cong1, ciap4 tai7.  

 

ca2 hun1, thiam1 cit8 tai7.  

 

lang5 lang5 ke3 ang1, thuan5 au7 si3.  

 

lang5 lang5 ke3 ang1, thuan5 hio7 su5.  

 

sin1 niu5 chua7 jip8 lai5, chut4 ting1 kah4 huat4 cai5.  

 

sin1 niu5 chua7 jip8 lai5, thiam1 ting1 kah4 huat4 cai5.  

 

it4 cu2 huat4 chian1 ting1.  

 

to1 cii2 to1 fut4.  

,  

to1 cu2 to1 sun1, to1 hok4 ki3.  

                                                 
24  
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cit4 lang5 sann1 kiann2, lak8 tai7 chian1 ting1.  

 

put4 hau3 iu2 sam1, bo5 hio7 ui5 tai7. 25  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

liong2 senn3/sinn3 hap8 hun1.  

 

ji7 senn3/sin3 lian5 in1.  

 

ji7 senn3/sin3 lian5 in1, ki5 hun1 pit4 chiong1.  

 

liong2 senn3/sinn hap8 hun1, ki5 hun1 pit4 chiong1.  

                                                 
25 tua7 tai7  
26 
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ji7 senn3/sinn3 hap8 hun1, tang1 be2/bue2 siang1 senn1/sinn1.  

 

liong2 senn3/sinn3 hap8 hun1, tang1 be2/bue2 siang1 senn1/sinn1.  

 

 

 

 

chua7 boo2 lai5 koo3 ke1.  

 

 

 

 

 

sau2 lian5 hu1 che1, lau3 lai5 phuan7.  

 

sau2 lian5 ang1 boo2, lau3 lai5 phuan7.  

 

                                                 
27 ---- 168 169 1983 11  
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28  1993 45-54  
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  1966 (55.11.12)  

1976    

1975  

1956  

1914  

1952 2 8 9  

1962  

1984  

1985  

1962  

1970  

1960  

1975  

1955-56

 

1960  

1989
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1969  

1958  

1993

 

1994

 

1998  

1999  

1999  

2000

 

1960  

1989  

  1958  

1988  

1999  

  1954  

1993 6 1 29 1993

 

1996  

1997  

1992  

1969 3 4  

1992  

1994  

1992  

1998  

1992  

1963  

1958  

1960  
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1965  

1955  

1968  

1968

 

1948  

1935  

1949  

1950  

1962 51 3 15  

1966  

1969   

1999 ----  

1999  

  1967 56 1 14

 

  I960  

1989  

1935  

1955

 

1955  

1956  

1988  

1962  

1955  

1977  

1977  

1980  

  1983
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1994  

1958   

1914  

1964  


