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A Study of NGOs’ Participation in the WTO
Ministerial Conferences: 1996-2009

Chin-Chuan Chen

Ph.D Candidate, Institute of China & Asia-Pacific, National Sun-Yat Sen University

Abstract

The role of World Trade Organization (WTO) in the global economic and trade arena is as important as
the United Nations in the world politics. In the 7" WTO Ministerial Conference held at Geneva in
2009, there were 435 NGOs from different countries officially registered to attend the conference. Among
them there were 9 NGOs from Taiwan .Taiwan becomes a WTO member in December 2001, yet the
NGOs were absented even after that. In the 5™ WTO Ministerial Conference held at Cancun, Mexico in
2003, there were no NGO from Taiwan. Thus the civil society in Taiwan had wasted many chances to
participate and learn from other INGOs.This research article tried to define NGO, its role and function in
the international affairs and to propose the necessity and possibility of participating in the WTO
Conference in theory and practice. With the purpose of encouraging NGOs’ participation in the WTO
Ministerial Conference, also discussed in this article is a general picture of NGOs’ participation in the
WTO Ministerial Conference up to this day. In the United Nations system, NGOs do involve in the
discussion and forming of UN policy as well as the execution of projects. That means NGOs play an ever
important role in the international society gradually. In opposite to the diplomatic delegations, NGOs are
independent, non-profit, non-violent and supposedly free from governmental control. Although NGOs
could not and should not representing any county, it does possible to complement the official diplomatic
functions. This is the so called “A second track diplomacy”.Since Taiwan is a member of WTO, it is a
right as well as a duty for the NGOs to participate in the highest level of WTO affairs especially when our
government and civil society hit a stone wall built by PRC in the UN system through several decades. The
Two-tracks participation of both government and NGOs in the WTO functions should be utilized and
encouraged for a good beginning of breaking through in the international affairs.

Keywords: Non-governmental Organization, World Trade Organization, WTO
Ministerial Conference, Marrakesh Agreement
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