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THE EFFECT OF INTEGRATING “UBD
COURSE DESIGN” IN SOCIAL STUDIES ON

COMPREHENSION OF THEMES—A CASE

STUDY OF STUDENTS IN MIDDLE GRADES
OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Chang Han Sheng

LinSen Elementary School, Jhongli, Taiwan

Abstract

The study aims to investigate how the integration of UbD course design influences
the depth of the middle grade elementary school students’ understanding on the
themes. UbD was adopted for innovative teaching activities. The lesson plan involves
nine 40-minute sessions focusing on consumer behavior, which were implemented in
three weeks. Qualitative data was collected, including classroom observation records,
students’ learning sheets, and nine-square division learning sheet. Students participating
in the experimental teaching activities were grouped with reference of their past
academic performance. The main findings are as below. All students showed improved
comprehension after experiencing the teaching activities in UbD courses, regardless of
their proficiency level. Advanced-level students showed further improvement. They
showed deeper comprehension rather than superficial understanding of the themes,
displaying more sophisticated perspectives, empathy, self-knowledge, and other
high-level cognitive features. They can make logical statements about the theme of
consumer behaviors. However, students in middle grade of elementary school are still
struggling to apply the reading skills they’ve learned to facilitate learning. Therefore,
they need support from the teachers when working to achieve comprehensive
autonomous learning procedure.
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