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AN ANALYSIS OF FAN LI 'S MILITARY
STRATEGY TOWARDS WU

Hui-Kun Tsai

Center for General Education, National Pingtung University of Science and Technology
Abstract

Fan Li helped king of Yue to eliminate Wu, we can find Fan Li 's military strategy
towards Wu by “ Yue Yu”. Before the Battle of the Five Lakes, Fan Li believed that the
war should not be triggered and that it was necessary to wait for the arrival of the
favorable time. After the defeat of the Five Lakes, he suggested that king of Yue, Gou
Jian, asked for peace, educated the people, waited an opportunity, used the land,
accumulated the national strength and retaliated Wu. When Wu in disorder, Fan Li
suggested that sentence practice should seize the opportunity to move troops, calmly fight,
and attack Wu unswerving. Fan Li's thoughts are similar to those of “Laozi”, “Huangdi

Sijing”, and “Guanzi”. He may be one of the key figures in the study of Laozi's thoughts.

Key Words : Fan Li, Gou Jian, Wu, Yue, military strategy
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