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RESEARCH ON THE UNIVERSAL SPACE
DESIGN COURSE APPLYING
PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING METHOD-
NANYA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AS
AN EXAMPLE

Ken Hwa
Department of Interior Design, Nanya Institute of Technology

Jhongli, Taiwan
Abstract

Most of the general courses in the interior design departments are taught in traditional
one-way lectures which ignore students’ responses in the classroom and their ability to
solve problems. This study attempts to understand the effectiveness of the application of
problem-based learning (PBL) method to the interior design courses. This study focuses
on the students of the Nanya Institute of Technology who take the Universal Space
Design course. The performance of students and their learning results of professional
practice knowledges in PBL teaching activities are explored through questionnaires and
semi-structured interviews. The results show that the students in PBL teaching activities
are more serious than in the traditional one-way teaching mode. Students also agree
that PBL teaching method can promote their basic and professional abilities and literacy
that can increase their future employment opportunities. It is necessary for students to
have basic relative knowledge before class to implement PBL teaching. In addition,
students recognize that the PBL teaching method should be extended to the design
courses of interior design departments.

Keywords : problem-based learning, universal design, learning results
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