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Abstract

After the “September 18th Incident” in 1931, the Japanese government launched a
so-called “economical restructuring” movement in Japan with the implementation of a
few policies, including agricultural reform, industrialization, and controlled economy.
Although the movement was not promoted in Taiwan, which was then under the
Japanese rule, the economic development of Taiwan seemed to follow that in Japan.
This paper primarily used methods of Historical Literature Review and Induction
Analysis, discussing the practical policies of industrialization Taiwan Governor-General
Office took in expending electricity and transportation and communication businesses,
governing emerging industries and wartime controlled economy in order to see the
changes of industrial structure in Taiwan on the last stage of the Japanese dominion.
Also, an evaluation of the overall development was conducted to understand the
influence of military industrialization on Taiwan.

Findings of this paper can be summarized as follows: 1.Under the dominance of
the Japanese government, the industrial structure in Taiwan on the last stage of the
Japanese dominion gradually shifted from agricultural processing, such as rice or sugar,
to wartime oriented military industry, relevant developments on infrastructure were also
getting completed. 2.The extent of industrialization of Taiwan on the last stage of the
Japanese dominion was only second to that of Japan. And this had laid foundation for
Taiwan’s future economic development. 3.In the development of military industry
during this period of time, Taiwan played a supportive role in army provisions and
making up financial deficits. After Taiwan was restored, the Nationalist government
took over Japanese-invested companies, made some key companies state-run, and fully
utilized the equipment set up during the colonial period. Such development determined
the structure and direction of the post-war economy of Taiwan.
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1938 28.21 2.79 41.46 291 2.28 0.89 2.18 1.75 17.53
1939 21.67 3.61 43.82 2.87 2.25 1.01 2.79 1.55 20.43

1940 15.47 3.71 39.32 5.01 2.64 0.83 2.55 221 26.26

1941 14.56 5.67 39.31 4.62 2.22 0.85 2.68 1.70 28.39

1942 14.80 5.35 44.69 2.54 1.65 0.16 2.83 1.44 26.54

1943 16.76 7.90 34.78 1.43 1.27 0.61 4.01 1.37 31.87
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