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A DISSCUSSION ON THE MEANING OF
"LOVE; FROM THE FEMALE

LITERATURE CRITICISM IN QING
DYNASTY - MAINLY BASED ON THE

CRITS OF “MU-DANG TING” AND
" HONG LOU MENG”

Chung,Shueh-ning

General Education Center / Nanya Institute of Technology
Abstract

In Chinese literary criticism, men have been traditionally playing the dominated
roles in the mainstream as the critics; very little voices from women have been heard.
However, after the mid-period of Ming dynasty, because of the changes in social
thoughts, philosophies and the popularity of traditional drama and opera, more and
more women had a chance to participate the the activities and add their comments. As a
result, quite a number of criticism materials by female to the drama in Ming and Qing
Dynasty have been left. Among which, the drama critics on "Mu-Dang Ting" has
significant amount and achievements. This article attempts to use these materials and
tries to understand and outline the meaning of love and feeling from female's
perspectives in these periods. In addition to "Mu-Dang Ting", another romance
masterpiece which received widespread attention and discussion is "Hong Lou Meng".
It attracted quite a lot of female readers and widely held enthusiastic response froms
them. The Qing Dynasty women left many comments and poetry works around "Hong
Lou Meng". This article would also collect the criticism and the works of the Qing
Dynasty women and compare with the comments and works of Ming Dynasty women,
trying to explore the change and succession of how women uniquely and delicately
express themself in a male dominated thinking world in the literature.

Keywords : Female literature of Qing Dynasty, opera criticism.
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