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UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE AND
OBJECTIVE OF MARRIAGE THROUGH
SOUTHERN FUKIEN PROVERBS

Liu, Yu-Yuan
General Education Center, Nanya Institute of Technology

Abstract

Taiwanese proverbs, composed of wisdom through regular lives, are famous for
being concise, meaningful and representative of different historical stages and regions,
as well as passing down humans’ knowledge and experiences. In other words, even
some habits or rituals have vanished in the daily life, the related proverbs still continue
to be passed on. Hence from the historian’s perspective, such proverbs are highly valued

and can be treated as a living fossil.

Current Taiwanese culture mainly was inherited from southern Fukien and eastern
Guangdong. Related proverbs were originated from various sources, including ancient
booklets, different immigration parties and transformation after 300 years of cultural
development. Some of them get to be kept well since they adapt to modern Taiwanese

cultures while some of them get innovated.

In Chinese society where moral is highly appreciated, there tends to be more
proverbs regarding people’s relationship, while marriage tends to be most important.
Marriage is one of the key milestones of a person’s life, while serving as a bridge to
connect many other different folks. Therefore, from both personal and wider societal
point of view, marriage is an important social event. Through studies of marriage-
related proverbs, the goal is to better understand the embedded rituals and cultures, and
find out the possible missing areas from the traditional documentation. This article is to
be based on the idea above and to elaborate the cultural inner beauty of marriage-related

proverbs.
Keyword: proverbs, traditional marriage, marriage concept, marriage
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