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THREE PHENOMENONS OF THE
DECLINE OF CONFUCIANISM IN THE
TANG DYNASTY

Hui-Kun Tsai

Center for General Education,

National Pingtung University of Science and Technology

Abstract

Three phenomenons of the decline of Confucianism in the Tang Dynasty included:
Confucian reaction to the scholarship of the annotations, the decline of official schools,
and the prosperity of Buddhism and Taoism. The reaction of Confucian reaction to the
scholarship of the annotations was to improve the rigidity of Confucianism in the Tang
Dynasty and ignored the practical application of the classics. Because of the difficulty of
entering official positions, schools were desolated, the lack of students and officials, and
the deteriorating style of study, the official school of the Tang Dynasty declined. The
official schools focused on the education of Confucian classics. The official schools were
decayed and Confucianism were weakened. In the Tang Dynasty, Buddhism and Taoism
flourished. The emperor used religious influence to consolidate the imperial power, they
liked to eat the medicines made by monks and Taoists. Monks and Taoism willed be
rewarded a huge amount of national resources. For a long time, Confucian scholars in the
Tang Dynasty did not achieve success in rejecting Buddhism and Taoism. However, due
to their continuous reconciliation and exchanges with Buddhism and Taoism, many
Confucian scholars had a certain degree of trust in Buddhism and Taoism in theory or
practice. Ultimately, Confucianism declined and incontrollable.

Key Words : Tang Dynasty, Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism
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