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A PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF
COMPETENCY-BASED TEACHING IN
COURSE DESIGN AND PLANNING
EXPERIENCE—AN EXAMPLE OF SOCIAL
STUDIES

Chang Han Sheng

Graduate Institute of Learning and Instruction,
National Central University, Jhongli, Taiwan

Abstract

Different from the competences proposed in the old Grade 1-9 Curriculum, New
Curriculum Guidelines put more emphasis on students’ learning process and
interdisciplinary learning for the cultivation of core competencies. The incumbent
teachers play an important role in the process of cultivating students’ abilities. The core
competency emphasizes students’ development of potentials, self-realization, and
adaptation of the surroundings. These correspond to the goals of social studies. Also, the
issues discussed in lessons of Social Studies are often closely related to daily life. Thus,
this study aims to understand how teachers implement the teaching methods and react to
the New Curriculum. Six Social Studies teachers participated the in-depth interviews of
the current study. The data about three main aspects, namely the condition of
implementing Social Studies lessons, the students’ learning effectiveness and learning
transfer, and teachers’ opinions, and their reactions to the Social Studies course design
under the framework of competency-based education. The outcomes of the research are
three-fold: 1) the teaching of Social Studies still emphasizes recitation of content, and
the teaching model may not be changed soon after the promotion of New Curriculum; 2)
some teachers think there are few differences between the Grade 1-9 Curriculum and
the New Curriculum, and teachers are less motivated to innovate their teaching; 3) the
contents of textbooks are not greatly adjusted for the New Curriculum Guidelines, and
the old problems still exist; 4) changes can be made in students’ worksheets for

assessment to cultivate students competencies, and ability grouping can be applied to
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increase students’ motivation in challenging themselves.
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