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ASTUDY ON THE PRACTICAL
APPLICATION OF THE INTERIOR DESIGN
COURSES IN TAIWAN’S UNIVERSITIES

Ken Hwa

Department of Interior Design, Nanya Institute of Technology

Jhongli, Taiwan
Abstract

There is a gap between learning in university and practical application in industry.
One of the main reasons is lacking the participation of the industry in school curriculum
planning. The main purpose of this study is to explore the appropriateness of the
curriculum planning and teaching contents of the interior design departments in
universities, the key points that should be strengthened in the professional teaching and
the necessity of internship for interior design students. In this study, semi-structured
interviews were conducted. Faculty, students, and practitioners in the interior design
field are selected. The results show that the educational goals set by the departments of
interior design cannot really reflect the needs of students after their employment. In the
curriculum planning and content, the courses of the "Communication Skills" category is
the most important for students' application during their employment. The computer
software AutoCAD and construction drawings have the highest practical application.
The courses of "Sustainable and Innovative™ category are seldom applied to practical
working. Graduation design training has little help in the practical application for
students' future employment. The training of students’ internship will much help their

future employment in practical operation.

Keywords : interior design, curriculum planning, practical application
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